
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

MICHAEL ROP, STEWART KNOEPP, and
ALVIN WILSON,

Plaintiffs,

v.

THE FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE
AGENCY, MELVIN L. WATT, in his official
capacity as Director of the Federal Housing
Finance Agency, and THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY,

Defendants.

Case No. 1:17-cv-00497

Hon. Paul L. Maloney

JOINT MOTION TO EXTEND DEFENDANTS’ TIME TO RESPOND TO THE
COMPLAINT AND FOR BRIEFING SCHEDULE ON DISPOSITIVE MOTIONS

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs filed their Complaint in the above-captioned case on June 1, 2017;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs have advised Defendants that they intend to file an Amended

Complaint on or before July 14, 2017;

WHEREAS, Defendants Federal Housing Finance Agency and Melvin L. Watt (“FHFA

Defendants” ), by and through their counsel, have advised Plaintiffs that they intend to move to

dismiss this case, and Defendant The Department of the Treasury, by and through its counsel,

have advised Plaintiffs that it also intends to move to dismiss;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs have advised Defendants that they intend to move for summary

judgment;

WHEREAS, the parties anticipate a need for additional time to brief these matters beyond

the default limits in the Local Rules, due to the nature of this case, given that Plaintiffs’current

Complaint is 74 pages and 172 paragraphs long and raises a variety of complex and important

Case 1:17-cv-00497-PLM-RSK   ECF No. 8 filed 07/11/17   PageID.86   Page 1 of 5



constitutional issues, and it is anticipated that Plaintiffs’Amended Complaint will raise

additional matters;

WHEREAS, the parties have conferred and have reached an agreement with respect to a

schedule for an amended complaint and briefing of dispositive motions; and

WHEREAS, there is good cause for the relief sought and the parties have not requested

any previous extensions in this case;

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to Local Rule 7.1(c), the parties hereby move the Court

to enter an order imposing a briefing schedule as follows:

 Plaintiffs shall file any Amended Complaint by July 14, 2017.

 Defendants’time to respond to the Complaint and/or to any Amended Complaint
shall be extended to September 8, 2017.

 Defendants shall file their motions to dismiss and any supporting documents no later
than Friday, September 8, 2017. Defendants Federal Housing Finance Agency
(“FHFA”) and Melvin L. Watt (together, the “FHFA Defendants” ), on the one hand,
and the Department of the Treasury, on the other, may file separate motions and
briefs. Absent leave of court, neither Defendant may file any additional dispositive
motion until after the motions addressed by this stipulation are resolved.

 Plaintiffs shall respond to the Defendants’motions to dismiss and file their
anticipated motion for summary judgment and any supporting documents no later
than Friday, October 6, 2017.

 Defendants shall file replies in support of their motions to dismiss and responses to
the Plaintiffs’motion for summary judgment no later than Monday, November 6,
2017.

 Plaintiffs shall file a reply in support of their motion for summary judgment no later
than Monday, December 4, 2017.

The parties respectfully request that this Court enter an order approving this schedule.
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Submitted: July 11, 2017

/s/ Matthew T. Nelson
Matthew T. Nelson
Ashley G. Chrysler
WARNER NORCROSS & JUDD LLP

900 Fifth Third Center
111 Lyon Street, N.W.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-2487
(616) 752-2000
mnelson@wnj.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

CHAD A. READLER
Acting Assistant Attorney General

DIANE KELLEHER
Assistant Branch Director

/s/ R. Charlie Merritt
R. CHARLIE MERRITT
THOMAS D. ZIMPLEMAN
Trial Attorneys
U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch
20 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20530
Tel: (202) 616-8098
Fax: (202) 616-8460
Email: robert.c.merritt@usdoj.gov

Attorneys for Defendant U.S. Department of
the Treasury

/s/ Asim Varma
Howard N. Cayne (D.C. Bar # 331306)
Asim Varma
ARNOLD & PORTER LLP
601 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 942-5000
howard.cayne@aporter.com

/s/ D. Andrew Portinga
D. Andrew Portinga (P55804)
MILLER JOHNSON
45 Ottawa Avenue SW, Ste. 1100
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 831-1700
portingaa@millerjohnson.com

Attorneys for Defendant Federal Housing
Finance Agency and Melvin L. Watt, in his
official capacity as Director of Federal
Housing Finance Agency
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

MICHAEL ROP, STEWART KNOEPP, and
ALVIN WILSON,

Plaintiffs,

v.

THE FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE
AGENCY, MELVIN L. WATT, in his official
capacity as Director of the Federal Housing
Finance Agency, and THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY,

Defendants.

Case No. 1:17-cv-00497

Hon. Paul L. Maloney

[PROPOSED] ORDER

Upon consideration of the parties’joint motion with respect to the briefing schedule for

the filing of dispositive motions in this matter, it is hereby ORDERED that the joint motion is

GRANTED, and it is further hereby ORDERED that:

 Plaintiffs shall file any Amended Complaint by July 14, 2017.

 Defendants’time to respond to the Complaint and/or to any Amended Complaint
shall be extended to September 8, 2017.

 Defendants shall file their motions to dismiss and any supporting documents no later
than Friday, September 8, 2017. Defendants Federal Housing Finance Agency
(“FHFA”) and Melvin L. Watt (together, the “FHFA Defendants” ), on the one hand,
and the Department of the Treasury, on the other, may file separate motions and
briefs. Absent leave of court, neither Defendant may file any additional dispositive
motion until after the motions addressed by this stipulation are resolved.

 Plaintiffs shall respond to the Defendants’motions to dismiss and file their
anticipated motion for summary judgment and any supporting documents no later
than Friday, October 6, 2017.
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 Defendants shall file replies in support of their motions to dismiss and responses to
the Plaintiffs’motion for summary judgment no later than Monday, November 6,
2017.

 Plaintiffs shall file a reply in support of their motion for summary judgment no later
than Monday, December 4, 2017.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated: July _____, 2017 ______________________________
Hon. Paul L. Maloney
US District Judge
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